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passion did not blind him. He was clear, inci-
sive, instructional, and inspirational. He was a
tireless champion for peace and justice. Ron
Dellums will always be remembered as one of
Congress’ great orators, colorfully and
articulately dancing in the well of the House to
draw support for his positions.

Naming this Federal building in Oakland for
Ron Dellums will serve as an opportunity to
rededicate ourselves to the challenges that
our colleague championed. If we learn to carry
the convictions of a more just society with us
to work every day as he did, perhaps we will
be able to make America an even better place
and the world a bit safer.

I would like to thank my colleague from Cali-
fornia, JERRY LEWIS, for his coauthorship of
this bill, and the 104 members who are origi-
nal cosponsors. In addition, I extend my
thanks to the members of the House who ap-
proved this bill in the 105th Congress. Unfortu-
nately we were not able to secure passage of
the bill before the end of the session. But I in-
troduce this legislation again today with con-
fidence that it will reach the President’s desk
for signature. Ron will finally be recognized
with a fitting monument for his 27 years of
service to this institution and to our country.

The people who will go in and out of this
building with Ron’s name on it can take pride
in knowing that he cared about them, he
fought for them, and he left a mark in Con-
gress and in this country in their names.
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Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
honor of Mr. William R. Snodgrass, and his
service to the State of Tennessee, as Comp-
troller of the Treasury.

Mr. Snodgrass will retire from the State of
Tennessee after fifty-two years of faithful serv-
ice, on January 22, 1999. Forty-four of the
fifty-two years he served as the Comptroller of
the Treasury, which is an unprecedented feat.
He will be greatly missed.

Mr. Snodgrass, a native Tennessean from
White County, Tennessee, was elected Comp-
troller of the Treasury by the Tennessee Gen-
eral Assembly in January 1955, and contin-
ually reelected each successive General As-
sembly through the 100th General Assembly,
after which he announced his retirement.

William Snodgrass graduated from David
Lipscomb College in 1942, and then left for
service in the U.S. Military forces from 1943–
1946. Upon returning from his tour of duty, he
continued his education, and received a B.S.
in Accounting from the University of Ten-
nessee in 1947. He began his career as an
appointed research assistant at the University
of Tennessee the same year. In 1953, Mr.
Snodgrass was appointed director of Budget
and director of Local Finance for the State of
Tennessee.

William Snodgrass began his service as
Comptroller of the Treasury for the state of
Tennessee under my father, Governor Frank

G. Clement in 1955. His friendship to my fam-
ily over the years has been invaluable. As a
young man I admired William Snodgrass for
his work ethic, his tremendous loyalty to
friends and family, and his dedication to the
State of Tennessee. Today, I continue to ad-
mire him for these same qualities.

Mr. Snodgrass has faithfully served the citi-
zens of the State of Tennessee for the past
fifty-two years. His achievements have not
gone unnoticed, for William Snodgrass has
been recognized by his peers as well, receiv-
ing the Outstanding Municipal Performance
Audit Award from the Council on Municipal
Performance in 1980; the Donald L.
Scantlebury Memorial Award for Distinguished
Leadership in Financial Management for Joint
Financial Improvement Program in 1988, the
Distinguished Leadership Award from the As-
sociation of Government Accountants in 1988;
and the Award for Excellence in Governmental
Auditor Training Seminars from Government
Finance Officers Association in 1988.

William Snodgrass has served as an out-
standing example of faithfulness to his peers,
his family, and the citizens of Tennessee. I
wish him the best in his retirement.
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Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today to introduce a bill to provide improved
administrative procedures for the Federal rec-
ognition to certain Indian groups.

Mr. Speaker, I have been working on this
issue now for over seven years. In 1994, the
House passed similar legislation but that effort
died in the Senate. Although this legislation
was defeated in the House late last year, we
are still faced with an expensive, unfair proc-
ess through which Indian groups seeking fed-
eral recognition must go. I still wish to help ad-
dress the historical wrongs that the two hun-
dred unrecognized tribes in this nation have
faced. This bill streamlines the existing proce-
dures for extending federal recognition to In-
dian tribes, removes the tremendous bureau-
cratic maze and subjective standards the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs has placed against rec-
ognizing Indian tribes, but also provides due
process, equity and fairness to the whole
problem of Indian recognition.

Mr. Speaker, a broad coalition of unrecog-
nized Indian tribes has advocated reform for
years for several reasons. First, the BIA’s
budget limitations over the years have, in fact,
created a certain bias against recognizing new
Indian tribes. Second, the process has always
been too expensive, costing some tribes well
over $500,000, and most of these tribes just
do not have this kind of money to spend. I
need not remind my colleagues of the fact that
Native American Indians today have the worst
statistics in the nation when it comes to edu-
cation, economic activity and social develop-
ment. Indeed, Mr. Speaker, the recognition
process for the First Americans has been an
embarrassment to our government and cer-
tainly to the people of America. If only the
American people can ever feel and realize the
pain and suffering that the Native Americans
have long endured, there would probably be
another American revolution.

Mr. Speaker, the process to provide federal
recognition to Native American tribes simply
takes too long. The Bureau of Indian Affairs
has been completing an average of 1.3 peti-
tions per year. At this rate, it will take over 100
years to resolve questions on all tribes which
have expressed an intent to be recognized.

Mr. Speaker, the current process does not
provide petitioners with due process—for ex-
ample, the opportunity to cross examine wit-
nesses and on-the-record hearings. The same
experts who conduct research on a petitioner’s
case are also the ‘‘judge and jury’’ in the proc-
ess!

In 1996, in the case of Greene v. Babbitt,
943 F. Supp. 1278 (W. Dist. Wash), the fed-
eral court found that the current procedures
for recognition were ‘‘marred by both lengthy
delays and a pattern of serious procedural due
process violations. The decision to recognize
the Samish took over twenty-five years, and
the Department has twice disregarded the pro-
cedures mandated by the APA, the Constitu-
tion, and this Court,’’ (p. 1288). Among other
statements contained in Judge Thomas Zilly’s
opinion were: ‘‘The Samish people’s quest for
federal recognition as an Indian tribe has a
protracted and tortuous history . . . made
more difficult by excessive delays and govern-
mental misconduct.’’ (p. 1281) And again at
pp. 1288–1289, ‘‘Under these limited cir-
cumstances, where the agency has repeatedly
demonstrated a complete lack of regard for
the substantive and procedural rights of the
petitioning party, and the agency’s decision
maker has failed to maintain her role as an
impartial and disinterested adjudicator . . .’’
Sadly, the Samish’s administrative and legal
conflict—much of which was at public ex-
pense—could have been avoided were it not
for a clerical error of the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs which 29 years ago, inadvertently left the
Samish Tribe’s name off the list of recognized
tribes in Washington.

With a record like this, it is little wonder that
many tribes have lost faith in the Govern-
ment’s recent recognition procedures. Presi-
dent Clinton has acknowledged the problem.
In a 1996 letter to the Chinook Tribe of Wash-
ington, the President wrote, ‘‘I agree that the
current federal acknowledgment process must
be improved.’’ He said that some progress has
been made, ‘‘but much more must be done.’’

To those who say we should retain the cur-
rent criteria, and not permit tribes which have
been rejected under the current administrative
procedure to apply for reconsideration, I say
read the Greene case. It is rare that a court
is so critical of an executive agency, but in this
case there clearly is a problem. This bill ad-
dresses the problem directly.

Mr. Speaker, the legislation I am introducing
today will eliminate the above concerns by es-
tablishing an independent three member com-
mission which will work within the Department
of the Interior to review petitions for recogni-
tion. This legislation will provide tribes with the
opportunity for public, trial-type hearings and
sets strict time limits for action on pending pe-
titions. In addition, the bill streamlines and
makes more objective the federal recognition
criteria by aligning them with the legal stand-
ards in place prior to 1978, as laid out by the
father of Indian Law, Felix S. Cohen in 1942.

Some have expressed concern that this bill
will open the door for more tribes to conduct
gambling operations on new reservations.
While I cannot say that no new gambling oper-
ations will result from this bill, I do believe that
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